l8o          THE   RISE   OF   ITALIAN   FASCISM
and the Valdarno, on the other hand, they proclaim that
the time has come to make away with the anarchists, who
are threatening fresh upheavals and hindering gradual
and progressive conquests. In Turin and Florence they
rant against Russian communism, in Rome and Milan
against Nittian reformism, and so on.3 (L. Fabbri,
La Gontro-rivoluzione preventiva.)
At the same time they fostered the illusions of allies whom
later they were to repudiate and trample on, all of whom
hoped to make use of the fascist movement for their own
ends : * Giolitti to force a reconciliation on the Popolari,
Salandra and his supporters to break the ban the socialists
had put on him, the constitutional parties to save themselves
from being swept out of existence by universal suffrage.3
(G. Ferrero, Da Flume a Roma.) The extreme adaptability
of fascism led them to think that one day they would be
able to mould it and use it to serve their own purposes.
This same adaptability allowed the frequent and wide-
spread local crises in the fasci> which had paralysed the
movement in 1919-21, to pass off quickly, without deeply
affecting the situation created by the Rome Congress. At
the beginning of 1922 thsfasci were in the throes of a crisis,
but the advance of the movement was not affected. One
executive ousted another, there was constant quarrelling,
but recruiting scarcely slackened and revived again im-
mediately. Crises are only serious when a question of
principle is involved, which was not the case with the
fascists, either leaders or rank and file. Hardly anybody
was prepared to sacrifice the privileges assured by member-
ship of the party or the militia. It would have meant
giving up uniform, arms, expeditions, subsidies, loot, flattery,
and all the other advantages reserved to fascists. As was the
case later with the German S.A., the opposition fascists
could not live outside the atmosphere to which they owed
everything ; a break with the party meant the end. Every
fascio affected disbanded itself and re-formed, joining the
movement stronger than before.
It is important to remember, too, the unifying effect of
violence and crime perpetrated In company. Umberto